
Travel to school

Below is a large amount of information, in a variety of forms, relating to how pupils travel
to school in the UK. The data has come from two sources, the Department of Transport
(via the Office for National Statistics) and the CensusAtSchool project. Carefully look
through the four charts and tables and make sure that you understand what information
they are giving you, then try answering the questions.
Which area takes to most amount of time to get to school? Can you think of a reason for
this? Is it true that the older you are the longer it takes you to get to school? Write a few
sentences to convince someone. Why do you think it takes slightly less time in rural
areas?
The CensusAtSchool project
questioned a number of pupils in
England and Wales. For further
information see
www.censusatschool.ntu.ac.uk. The
table opposite shows some of the
results for travelling to school.
How does the information on travel
times compare to the table above?
Why do you think there might be
differences?
Look at the distances travelled to
school. Are the frequencies what you
might expect? How do you think
people who travel more than 30km get
to school? Why do you think they
travel so far?
This resource was created by the Office for National Statistics at: www.statistics.gov.uk
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Travel to school cont.
Notice the average distance to school in this table. In order to make an effective
comparison with the previous table, what would you have to do with the data? Consider
your age. Which region of the UK would you live in to travel the least distance? It
appears that pupils travel further the older they are. Why do you think this is the case?
This pie chart shows the methods
travelled to school by the pupils
participating in the CensusAtSchool
project. The table above gives the
information collected by the Department
of Transport.
What differences/similarities can you
see in the data? Do you think the data
would look different if it was separated
by age groups? If so, why? What do
you think ‘Other’ might stand for in both
the table and chart?
Consider all the information you have
discovered so far. Write a report on how
pupils in the UK travel to school. Consider
the sources used here. How does the data
compare to your school? What would the
data look like for pupils 70 years ago? How
does the data differ for pupils in different
countries? Use the internet to help you
investigate.
This resource was created by the Office for National Statistics at: www.statistics.gov.uk
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